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State to approve of my handing over the future control
of the force to the proper departments concerned.

At a later date I was "liaison officer" between the
War Office and the celebrated Yeomanry Committee
which organized the Imperial Yeomanry sent to South
Africa, and that put curious burdens of novel work and
responsibility on my bent shoulders, but it was child's
play compared with the amazing task entrusted to me in
"regard to the Rhodesian Field Force.

In 1893 Campbell-Bannerman gave me my first Staff
appointment, selecting me for the post of Director of the
Royal Army Clothing Department, which office I held
for five years, during the whole of which time the labour
establishment, male and female, rendered the most
efficient, honest and loyal service; always answering to
any call which it might be necessary to make on them.
My relations with the hundreds of men of the Inspection
and Store branches and the women of the factory were
more than cordial, they could fairly be described as
affectionate. When leaving Pimlico on promotion I
felt that I was parting with a large number of faithful
friends. One man, and one only, gave trouble. He
was a Hyde Park orator and a most unreliable worker,
constantly absenting himself without permission, and
always trying to foment trouble in the department, and
his dismissal became essential.

He went to the House of Commons and got the
Labour members to take up his case. C*-B. sent for
me and asked me to reinstate the man. I pointed out
that this would be destructive of all discipline, and
asked him to allow me to f revert * to the War Office if